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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to the applicant's patent application filed on 4/8/2004. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-6 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1, line 5, 
and line 9; claim 2, line 4 and line 9, respectively, a citation "the tile or slab which is only 
a part of the tile or slab. . .covers the entire width of the body of the tile" does not have 
antecedent basis. Appropriate correction is required. Claims 3-6 depending upon the 
objected claims 1 -2 are also object. 

Claims 1-2, the applicant is advised to take out apprentices between "separated 
by the recess" and "separated by the plurality of recesses", respectively. Correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 \J.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , lines 4-5, lines 8-16, citations "cutting at least one groove into 
the upper surface to a depth of the tile or slab which is only a part of the tile or 
slab... making at least one recess which, starting from the lower surface covers the 
entire width of the body of the tile in a position corresponding to the groove, but not the 
support element; the recess separating the body of the tile into at least two parts, totally 
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separated; nearing the two parts of the tile by bending the thin and flexible temporary 
support element which keeps the at lest two parts of tile (separated by the recess) 
united, so that the tile is fashioned into the non-flat predetermined conformation" are 
confusing. Claim 2, lines 3-5, lines 8-end, citations "cutting a plurality of the at least one 
groove into the upper surface to a depth of the tile or slab which is only a part of the tile 
or slab... making a plurality of the at least one recess which, starting from the lower 
surface cover the entire width of the body of the tile in a position corresponding to the 
plurality of the at least one groove, but not the support element; the plurality of the at 
least one recess separating the body of the tile into a plurality of parts, totally separated; 
nearing the plurality of parts of the tile by bending the thin and flexible temporary 
support element which keeps the plurality of parts of tile (separated by the plurality of 
recesses) united, so that the tile is fashioned into the non-flat predetermined 
conformation" are confusing. 

Since the claimed language is not clear the following rejections are based on 
examiner's best understood. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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As best understood, claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Patent No. 3,654,053 to Toedter. 
Claim 1: 

Toedter discloses a method of fabricating tiles or slabs comprising cutting (col. 3, 
lines 37 and 51 ) at least one groove 221-223 into the upper surface to a depth of the tile 
or slab which is only a part of the tile or slab, fixing a thin and flexible temporary support 
element 300 to the upper surface; making at least one recess 12 (Fig. 1 ) which, starting 
from the lower surface covers the entire width of the body of the tile in a position 
corresponding to the groove, but not the support element; the recess separating the 
body of the tile into at least two parts, totally separated; nearing the two parts of the tile 
by bending the thin and flexible temporary support element (Fig. 10) which keeps the at 
lest two parts of tile (separated by the recess) united, so that the tile is fashioned into 
the non-flat predetermined conformation. 

Claim 2: 

Toedter discloses a method of fabricating tiles or slabs comprising cutting (col. 3, 
lines 37 and 51 ) a plurality of the at least one groove 221-223 into the upper surface to 
a depth of the tile or slab which is only a part of the tile or slab, fixing the thin and 
flexible temporary support element 300 to the upper surface, making a plurality of the at 
least one recess 12 (Fig. 1 ) which, starting from the lower surface cover the entire width 
of the body of the tile in a position corresponding to the plurality of the at least one 
groove, but not the support element; the plurality of the at least one recess separating 
the body of the tile into a plurality of parts, totally separated; nearing the plurality of 
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parts of the tile by bending the thin and flexible temporary support element (Fig. 10) 
which keeps the plurality of parts of tile (separated by the plurality of recesses) united, 
so that the tile is fashioned into the non-flat predetermined conformation. 
Claims 3-4 and 6: 

Wherein the support element is removable and self-adhesive (col. 3, line 6). 
Claim 5: 

Wherein each single recess of the plurality of recesses is made with at least one 
V-shaped cutting tool, which cutting tool generates in the tile a cut which is delimited by 
two sides converging towards a corresponding groove present in the upper surface (see 
Figs. 11-12). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Chi Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6847. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am-4:00 pm. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached at (571) 272-6777. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
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information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pairdirect.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at (866) 21 7-91 97. 
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